
 

 

LESSON1                                                               
October 4, 2015 

 

GENESIS, THE BOOK 

OF GOD’S CREATION 

 
Golden Text 

  
    “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1). 
 

Useful Practice 
  
  Without the book of Genesis, the big questions of life would still be 
unanswered. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Genesis 1:1-10,14,26 

  

1- In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

2 - Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface 
of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

3 - And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  

4-  God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 
darkness.  

5 - God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

6 - And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate 
water from water.” 

 7 - So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from 
the water above it. And it was so.  

8 - God called the vault “sky”. And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the second day. 

9 - And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one 
place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  

10 - God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called 



 

 

“seas.” And God saw that it was good. 

14 - And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate 
the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred 
times, and days and years,  

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.” 

 

General objective 

                          To present an overview of the book of Genesis. 

   

Specific Objectives 

I.  To introduce the theme, date, author and location of Genesis; 

II. To know the objectives of the book of Genesis; 

III.To explain the contents of  the book of Genesis. 

 

Introduction 

    Without the book of Genesis, we would not be able to answer the big 
questions of life: "Who made the heavens and the earth?" and "Where did 
we come from?" In view of its importance to our faith, we will begin to 
study, from now on, this so dear portion of Scripture. May the Lord help 
us to understand his creative work and the purposes of his creation. And 
may the Holy Spirit enlighten us with stories and doctrines of the book 
that, written thirty-five hundred years ago, has never lost its influence or 
become outdated. Study Genesis methodically. Highlight the parts that 
touch your heart the most, applying them to your life. You will verify the 
effectiveness of this book of the Bible in your daily life. 

 

I - THEME, DATE, AUTHOR AND LOCATION 

    In this topic, we will seek some bibliological information on the first book 
of the Holy Bible. 

1. Item. The theme of Genesis can be summed up in its first verse: "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Gen 1:1). The focus 



 

 

of the book, therefore, is on the divine origin of the heavens, the earth, 
mankind and the people of Israel. 

2. Date. The chronology that we have indicates that Genesis was written 
in the 15th century before the birth of the Savior. It is the oldest work to 
fully get to our hands. From Mesopotamian and Egyptian texts, for 
example, only confusing and rather dubious fragments have been left to 
us. As for Genesis, we have it in its entirety. 

3. Author. Evidence of the Bible itself indicates that the book of Genesis 
was written by Moses (Luke 24:44). Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he 
selected oral narratives and genealogical records kept by the Hebrews, 
writing them as a homogenous, coherent and logical whole. It is about a 
reliable text without any mythological contamination. Jesus himself 
confirmed its historicity (Matthew 19:4-6; Luke 11:51). Its divine inspiration 
is undeniable.  

4. Location. The book of Genesis was written during the pilgrimage of 
the Israelites toward the Promised Land, that is, between Egypt and the 
Sinai desert (Ex 24:4). 

II - OBJECTIVES OF GENESIS  

    All the books of the Holy Bible were written with well-defined objectives, 
because God's purpose has always been the full redemption of Israel and 
the gentiles (2 Tim 3:16). In reading Genesis, we highlight two divine 
purposes. 

1. To strengthen the faith of the exodus generation. Immediate 
readers or listeners of Genesis were the generation of the children of 
Israel who, rescued from Egypt, wandered toward Canaan. In the 
redemption of the Hebrews, the Holy Spirit used not only the doctrine of 
the One True God, but also the history of salvation (Ex 3:14-16). The 
Israelites, therefore, needed to learn a great truth: the same Lord, who 
created all things and revealed himself to Abraham, was powerful enough 
to bring them into the Promised Land (Exodus 3:17). They needed to 
know, likewise, that the Canaan region belonged to them by right, as 
evidenced by the various ownership deeds recorded in Genesis (Gen. 
12:1; 15:18; 17:8; 26:3; 28:13; 50:24). 

2. To answer the big questions of life. Paul knew how to employ the 
truths of Genesis. In the Areopagus in Athens, he made it very clear to 
the philosophers that the Unknown God, so revered by the Greeks, was 
indeed the Creator of all things (Acts 17:19-31). In addition to evangelizing 
them, the apostle answered them the big questions of life: "Who made the 
universe?" "And where did we come from?" Until then, they had sought 



 

 

answers in their poets and philosophers, but mythology is unable to 
satisfy our spiritual thirst. In the preaching of the Gospel, it is necessary 
to recall three truths that are found in Genesis: 

1) God created the heavens, the earth and mankind; 2) In Adam we all 
have sinned, becoming worthy of eternal death; 3) However, God has 
provided us with effective salvation through the seed of the woman: Jesus 
Christ our Savior. The reading of Genesis has never before been as 
necessary as it is today. Our children need to know who made all things. 
What they see is not the work of chance; it is God's creation. If we are not 
cautious, futile doctrines, such as evolutionism, will steal their saving faith. 

III – THE CONTENTS OF GENESIS 

    The book of Genesis can be divided into two large sections. From 
chapter 1 to 11, we have early history, ranging from creation to the new 
beginning of civilization through Noah. And from chapter 12-50, we get 
into touch with the start of the history of Israel. However, for didactic 
purposes, we will adopt a more analytical division. 

1. Creation. In his first two chapters, the sacred writer shows how the 
heavens and the earth and mankind came into being. All that we see, and 
also what we cannot see, was created by God (Genesis 1-2). Chapter two 
is dedicated to the creation of man and woman and the institution of 
marriage. Here we have a true story, not a parable as alleged by 
unbelievers. 

2. The Fall and human degradation. In chapters three, four and five, we 
see how sin was introduced into the world and its terrible consequences. 
In the midst of this tragedy, however, the Lord announces the redemption 
of mankind through the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15). 

3. The flood. Due to the degradation of the human race, the Lord decreed 
the end of the first civilization. The descendants of Adam, however, would 
be preserved through Noah (Genesis 6-8). 

4. The new beginning of civilization. After the great flood, Noah begins 
a new cycle of civilization. The story of the new beginning is told from 
chapters 9 to 11 of Genesis. Thus, the Noah’s clan ends up generating 
different nations, languages and cultures. 

5. The origin of the nation of Israel. From chapter 12 until the end of 
the book, the sacred writer dedicates himself to the formation of the nation 
of Israel. The history of the Chosen People, in Genesis, begins with 
Abraham and ends with Joseph. 

 



 

 

CONCLUSION 

         See how contrasting the first and last verse of Genesis are. In the 
opening of the book, a touch of indescribable joy: "In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth" (Gen 1:1). In the last one, a note of 
condolences: "So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after 
they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt" (Genesis 50:26). 
Despite the grief closing the book of Genesis, all of us, Jews and Gentiles, 
are called to inherit eternal life. This is what the Lord promised Abraham: 
"All peoples on earth will be blessed through you" (Gen. 12:3). This 
promise has been made available to those who believe in Jesus and have 
received the forgiveness of their sins.      
 

 


