LESSON 9
November 29, 2015

BLESSING AND CURSE
IN NOAH’S FAMILY
Golden Text
"Praise be to the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of
Shem. May God extend Japheth’s territory; may Japheth live in the tents
of Shem, and may Canaan be the slave of Japheth" (Gen 9:26,27).

Useful Practice
Because of his irreverence and lack of respect, Ham came to lose much
of his inheritance.
Scripture Reading
Genesis 9:20-29
20

Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.

21

When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent.
22

Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father naked and told his two
brothers outside.
23

But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their shoulders;
then they walked in backward and covered their father’s naked body.
Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their
father naked.
24

When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son
had done to him,
25

he said, “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his
brothers.”
26

He also said, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan
be the slave of Shem.

27

May God extend Japheth’s territory; may Japheth live in the tents of
Shem, and may Canaan be the slave of Japheth.”
28

After the flood Noah lived 350 years.

29

Noah lived a total of 950 years, and then he died.

General objective
To show that, for not respecting his father, Ham lost part of his
inheritance.

Specific Objectives
I. To know about the vineyard that Noah planted;
II. To analyze Noah’s judgment on Ham’s irreverence;
III. To show that Canaan’s curse was fulfilled

Introduction
The story of Noah and his family does not end when he comes out of
the ark. There was a sad event that brought judgment on one of his
descendants, and the future partition of the lands of the New World. This
lesson shows us how we should teach our children about the respect for
us, and the price to be payed for not caring duly about drunkenness, even
for those who have been born again. If on the one hand the Bible warns
us about the misuse of wine, which believers must abstain from, on the
other hand, we are told about the consequences of drinking and derision
in the home of people who know God. So, let us bring ourselves and our
children up.
I - NOAH'S VINEYARD
1. The patriarch’s lack of temperance. Drunk, the patriarch got
undressed in his tent, indifferent to the censure that he could suffer from
his wife, children and grandchildren (Gen. 9:21). If we are not watchful,
the same thing will happen to us. That is why we must act with moderation
in all instances of life. It was not without reason that Paul recommended
the workers to abstain from alcoholic beverages (1 Timothy 3:3). A
drunkard, though born again, will always act in a reckless manner.
2. Ham’s irreverence. Noah's lack of temperance is overseen by his son
Ham. Instead of keeping silent and quietly safeguarding his father’s honor,

he went out to depreciate his image (Gen. 9:22). Apparently, he was not
very different from those who perished in the flood. Later, attitudes such
as Ham’s would be listed as serious faults by the Law of Moses (Leviticus
18:7). We should not put the guilty to public shame. If we act with love,
we can fully win them back (James 5:20). Otherwise, we will lose very
precious souls in God's eyes. Let us not forget the recommendation by
our Lord, to seek reconciliation (Mt 18:15-18).
3. The respectful gesture of Shem and Japheth. Given the irreverent
and mischievous attitude of their younger brother, Shem and Japheth took
"a garment and laid it across their shoulders; then they walked in
backward and covered their father’s naked body. Their faces were turned
the other way so that they would not see their father naked" (Gen. 9:23).
Let us act like Shem and Japheth did, and many scandals wil be prevented in the camp of the saints. That does not mean that sins will be covered
up. However, sinners must be treated with dignity, so that they may come
to experience full restoration. How would we like to be treated in similar
circumstances? Shem and Japheth acted lovingly and nobly.
II - NOAH'S JUDGMENT ON HAM’S IRREVERENCE
1. Canaan’s curse. The patriarch indirectly punishes Ham by casting a
heavy curse on his son: "Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he
be to his brothers" (Gen. 9:25). At first glance, it seems that the patriarch
was condemning the Canaanites to slavery. But the case was much more
serious. They would be punished with the loss of their territory to the
children of Abraham, the most notable descendant of Shem, after Jesus
Christ. As for the other sons of Ham, they would have to build great and
wonderful civilizations like the Egyptian and Ethiopian ones (Gen. 10:6).
By the way, Egypt was a powerful and educated empire, about which
there is a marvelous prophecy (Isaiah 19:18-25).
2. The blessing of Shem and Japheth. In rewarding the respectful and
reverent attitude of Shem and Japheth, the patriarch grants them an
eternal blessing: "Praise be to the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan
be the slave of Shem. May God extend Japheth’s territory; may Japheth
live in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be the slave of Japheth" (Gen.
9:26,27). Irreverence and derision are destroying many promising young
people. Today's society is characterized by insolence and irreverence
without limits. May such things not invade our churches because holiness
adorns the house of God (Ps 93:5). Let us bring up our children and
grandchildren, so they will not be cursed and come to lose the inheritance
that the Lord has reserved for them. Anyone who loves teaches, brings
up and disciplines.

III - THE CURSE OF CANAAN BECOMES A REALITY
1. Canaan loses his inheritance. Ham, through his youngest son
Canaan, was quick to take up all the territory that, in the time of Joshua,
would be conquered by the Hebrews. The possessions of the Canaanites
extended from Sidon, through Gerar and Gaza, to Sodom and Gomorrah
(Genesis 10:19). Yes, the Sodomites were also descendants of Ham.
They were, indeed, so vile and debauched people as their patriarch; They
showed no fear of God. In view of the moral degradation of Canaan’s
descendants, the Lord promises to semitic Abraham: "To your
descendents I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river
Euphrates—the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites,
Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites"
(Gen. 15:18-21). All these nations descended from Canaan.
2. The blessing of Shem in the person of Israel. After a pilgrimage of
forty years through Sinai, Israel, the messianic branch of the great family
of Shem, dispossesses Canaan of that so beautiful land (Joshua 6:21).
Those who escape their sword are subjected to forced labor (Joshua
17:13).
3. Japheth participates in Shem’s blessing. The Gospel came to us
through Christ, the most distinguished of the Semites. Soon after the
death of the apostles, however, the sons of Japheth were the ones who
would take charge of preaching the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
Japheth had his possessions enlarged from Europe to the Americas. And,
by faith in Christ, we dwell in the tents of Shem (Gen. 9:27). Noah's
prophecy was strictly fulfilled.

CONCLUSION
The great lesson we can learn from the text that we are studying now is
that we should act with love and care before our brothers who get caught
in faults and sins. Let us act with love, that they may be won back. That
is how Jesus would do. May there be no room for irreverence or
disrespect in our camps. Also, let us care about the upbringing of our
children and grandchildren. We are responsible for their souls.

