
 

 

LESSON 10                                                                
December 6, 2015 
 

 

THE ORIGIN OF MANKIND’S 

CULTURAL DIVERSITY  

 
Golden Text 

 

“[...]  If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to 
do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them” (Gn 11.6) 

 

Useful Practice 
 

   Despite the multiplicity of languages and dialects, caused by the confusion of 

Babel, the Gospel of Christ can be perfectly understood in all languages and 

cultures. 

 

Scripture Reading 
 
Genesis 11:1-9 
 
1 - Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.  

2 - As people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled 

there. 

3 - They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them 
thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.  

4 - Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that 
reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; 
otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

5 - But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were 
building.  

6 - The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they 
have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for 
them. 

7 - Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not 



 

 

understand each other.” 

8 - So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they 
stopped building the city.  

9 - That is why it was called Babel - because there the Lord confused the 
language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the 
face of the whole earth. 

 

 

General objective 

               To show how the cultural diversity of mankind came into being. 

 

Specific objectives 
 

I. To know about the Tower of Babel; 

II. To analyze how the confusion of tongues took place; 

III. To show that linguistic and cultural multiplicity, after the Tower of 
Babel, became a reality. 

 

Introduction 

 

  One of the factors that led the first human civilization to total depravity 
was monolingualism. Among the immediate children of Adam and Eve 
there were no linguistic, cultural and geographic boundaries. That is why 
the examples of Cain and Lamech have spread quickly throughout the 
earth. In today's lesson, we will find Noah’s family running the same risk. 
Fearing a new flood, and refusing to populate the earth, the descendants 
of Noah began to build a tower, whose top, as they imagined, would reach 
to the heavens. In order to prevent the degeneration of the second 
civilization, the Lord confused their language, leading the lineage of 
Shem, Ham and Japheth to spread to the farthest continents. From this 
episode comes the línquístic and cultural multiplicity of mankind. 

 

I - THE TOWER OF BABEL 

1. Monolingualism. At that time, the human race was still monolingual; 



 

 

all spoke one language (Genesis 11:1). There is much speculation on the 
original language of mankind. Some suggest it was Hebrew. Nothing is 
more illogical. When Abraham left his homeland, he spoke Aramaic (Deut 
26:5), which, on the lips of his descendants, would suffer successive 
changes until it became the beautiful Hebrew language. Interestingly, 
after the Babylonian captivity, the Israelites would use Aramaic again, 
including Jesus (Mark 15:34). 

2. A new apostasy. If on the one hand monolingualism facilitated the 

rapid dissemination of knowledge, on the other hand, it propagated the 

apostasies of the new civilization just as quickly. And so it did not take 

long for the uprising, mixed with fear, to become uncontrollable. So the 

descendants of Noah rebel against God: "Come, let us build ourselves a 

city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a 

name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the 

whole earth" (Gen. 11:4). If God had not intervened the situation would 
be more unsustainable than before the Flood. 

3. A monument to human pride. In spite God’s assurances that there 
would not be another flood, Noah's sons now sought to settle on a high 
and strong place. Giving themselves to fear, they eventually ended up 
building a monument to pride and rebellion. The Lord's command to those 
people was clear: spread to the ends of the earth (Gen. 9:7; Mt 28:19,20). 
Centuries later, the Lord Jesus Christ also commanded his disciples to go 
and preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth. When we do not obey it, 
we build expensive towers, in which confusion is inevitable. Each speaks 
their language, and no one else understands each other. 

II - LANGUAGE CONFUSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

1. A waterproof city. The engineering of the descendants of Noah was 
quite advanced. At first, they designed a city whose epicenter would be a 



 

 

tower that, as they imagined, would reach to the heavens (Genesis 9:4). 
That place would become an impenetrable fortress, but independent of 
the plans of men, God would thwart their purposes and fulfill his will by 
spreading them across the earth. Then they prepared the materials: 
thoroughly baked bricks and tar. Their goal was to build a waterproof city. 
If there was a flood, they would climb the tower, and everything would be 
ok. In fact, they did not want to fulfill the cultural command that the Lord 
had entrusted to the patriarch: repopulate and work the land (Gen. 9:4). 

 

2. The tower that God did not see. In the eyes of men, the tower seemed 

high. But in the sight of God, nothing was. Ironically, the Almighty God 

had to come down to the earth to see it, "But the LORD came down to see 

the city and the tower the people were building" (Gen. 11:5). So are the 

projects based on human vanity. In our eyes, they are worth a lot; in the 

eyes of God, they are foolish pretensions. If the Lord had not intervened, 

the second civilization would have become worse than the first one (Gen. 

11:6). No limit would be strong enough to stop those people, who were 
already beginning to get completely depraved. 

 

3. When no one else understands each other. That is why the Lord 

declares: "Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will 

not understand each other" (Gen. 11:7). Right there, on the plain of Shi-

nar, multilingualism came into being. As no one else understood each 

other, Noah's descendants began to depart from each other, and to re-

group in accordance with their new language reality. The sons of Shem 

formed a large language family, from which Aramaic, Moabite, Arabic and, 

later, Hebrew originated. The same phenomenon took place between the 

lineages of Japheth and Ham. It is very likely that Peleg was born during 

that period (Gen. 10:25). In spite of the confusion of human language, 

God allowed the languages to retain evidence of a past, already quite 
remote, when all human beings spoke one language. 

 

III - THE LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL MULTIPLICITY 

1. Linguistic. From the language barrier emerged the notion of 
nationality, accountable for the creation of countries and kingdoms. Only 
those empires, which are usually against God, seek to unify that which 
the Lord separated in Shinar (Dn.3:7). The linguistic diversity of the 
oppressed people, however, makes such unification, nonfeasible even 



 

 

though it may be considered as "lasting", as was the Roman Empire. Can 
you imagine if all mankind could speak Russian or German? Men like 
Stalin and Hitler would certainly have dominated the entire earth. 

 

2. Cultural. Linguistic diversity also brought cultural diversity. Every 
nation, one language, one culture and very characteristic customs. Such 
factors make a worldly totalitarian state impossible. The government of 
the Antichrist, by the way, will reign supreme for only 42 months (Rev. 
13:5). Soon after, he will be destroyed. 

 

3. Geographic. Add to these difficulties natural boundaries: rivers, seas, 
mountains, valleys, etc. Every people with their territory. God knows what 
he does. 

CONCLUSION 

 

   The episode of Babel did not stop the proclamation of the Gospel, for at 

Pentecost, "All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them" (Acts 2:4). The Word of God, 

today, is found in almost every language. What seemed to be a curse 
became a blessing for all peoples. 


