
 

 

LESSON 12                                                               
December20, 2015 

 

ISAAC, THE LAUGHTER OF A PROMISE 

 
Golden Text 

 

 “Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears 

about this will laugh with me”  (Gn 2:6) 

 

Useful Practice 
 

   God’s promise, however late it may seem, always smiles on us at the 
right time and on the appropriate occasion. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Genesis 21:1-8  
 
1 - Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did 

for Sarah what he had promised.  

2 - Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at 

the very time God had promised him.  

3 - Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him.  

4 - When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as 

God commanded him.  

5 - Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 

6 - Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears 
about this will laugh with me.”  

7 - And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would 
nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

8 - The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned 

Abraham held a great feast.  

General objective 



 

 

    To know that God is faithful and that He "smiles" on us and fulfills what 
He promised at the right time and at the station.          

Specific objectives 

I  To know the promise of God to Abraham; 

II. To Know that Isaac was the most precious asset for Abraham; 

III. To show how the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah occurred; 

IV. To understand that Isaac was the blessed son that the Lord had 
promised. 

 

Introduction 

   It had been 24 years since Abraham left Ur of the Chaldeans. And, in 
spite of the promise that the Lord had made him concerning the 
possession of the land of Canaan, the patriarch remaind heirless. He was 
already 99 years old and Sarah was nearly 90. At such an advanced age, 
would they still be happy enough to rock their own son? Nothing is 
impossible with God. The Lord promised the patriarch that a son would 
be born to him from Sarah’s inactive womb. On hearing the good news, 
she laughs at what God said. Soon she would see that despite her 
laughter, the Lord would fulfill his promise. He always surprises us in our 
limitations. 

I. ISAAC, THE LONG-AWAITED LAGHTER  

1. The birth of the "laughter". At the time appointed by the Lord, Sarah 

gives birth to her only son. In the patriarch's tent, the crying of the child of 

promise is now heard, through whom heroes, kings and Christ himself 

would come (Matthew 1:1,2). When rocking her little boy, Sarah commen-

ted, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 
Yet I have borne him a son in his old age" (Gen. 21.7). 

2. Isaac and Ishmael. If Isaac was the son of promise, Ishmael was there 

as the child of hopelessness and carnal arrangement. Therefore, the son 

of Abraham and Hagar, feeling jealous for the arrival of his half-brother, 

begins to mock him. The situation became so unsustainable that during 

the weaning of Isaac, Sarah says to her husband: "Get rid of that slave 

woman and her son, for that woman’s son will never share in the inheri-

tance with my son Isaac" (Gen. 21:10). Although Sarah's word was hard, 

Abraham, guided by God, sends the slave woman and her son away. The 



 

 

Lord, however, had a plan to Hagar and Ishmael. After all, that boy also 
descended from the patriarch (Gen. 21:15-21). 

II. ISAAC, THE MOST PRECIOUS ASSET OF ABRAHAM  

1. The trial of the trials. One night the Lord commanded Abraham, "Take 

your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of 

Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show 

you"(Gen. 22:2). The next morning, at dawn, the patriarch led his loved 

son to the supreme sacrifice. The patriarch, however, was quite sure he 

would return to the Moriah with his son, because he clearly commanded 

his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. 

We will worship and then we will come back to you" (Gen. 22:5; Hebrews 
11:17-19). 

2. The encounter of Isaac with God. There is no doubt that the Lord 
wanted to test the patriarch's faith. However, it was also his intention to 
lead young Isaac to a personal and highly experimental encounter with 
the God of his father. The first lesson that Isaac learns is that God will 
provide all things (Gen. 22:8). Therefore, he lies down and allows himself 
to be tied to the altar of burnt offering by his father (Gen. 22:9). At the right 
time, the Lord would intervene, as he did it. God had plans for Isaac and 
would show the Young boy that He keeps His promises. The God of 
Abraham would also be the God of Isaac. 

III. THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC  

1. A wife for Isaac. Knowing that Isaac was a spiritual and selective man, 

Abraham instructed his oldest servant to find a wife for his son in Meso-

potamia (Genesis 24:1-7). In the city of Nahor, the butler prayed to the 

Eternal LORD: "May it be that when I say to a young woman, ‘Please let 

down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water 

your camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant 

Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my master" 

(Gen. 24:14). The girl who proceeded that way would reveal the following 

virtues: spirituality, kindness, respect, willingness and love of work. Then, 

there comes Rebekah, a beautiful and fair virgin, who  met all these re-
quirements. 

2. The marriage of Isaac. Having consulted his family and received the 
its consent, Rebekah comes with Eliezer as far as the place where Isaac 
lived. The encounter of Isaac and Rebekah was unique and romantic. He 
had come out to pray in the afternoon, when he saw the girl in the happy 
entourage. After hearing the servant of his father, he took her into his 



 

 

mother's tent and married her (Gen. 24:67). So, Isaac was comforted after 
the death of his mother Sarah. 

3. The children who did not come. Rebekah was also barren. Isaac, 
however, instead of finding an heir through a slave womb, as his parents 
had done, went for God's help. He insistently prayed to the Lord for his 
wife (Gen. 25:21). Isaac married Rebekah when he was forty years (Gen. 
25:20), and became a father at sixty (Gen. 25:26). By the Word of God, 
we understand that Isaac prayed for twenty years before his prayer was 
answered. He was a man of prayer, and did not allow himself to be 
defeated by the passage of time, because he had a promise from God to 
his family. And God gave him two sons: Esau and Jacob 

IV. ISAAC, BLESSED BY THE LORD 

1. Prince of God. Despite not being a king, Isaac became so great that 
he came to disturb even the mighty Abimelech king of Gerar (Gen. 26:16). 
Seeing that the patriarch was superior to him in wealth and strength, he 
asked for an alliance calling him "blessed by the Lord" (Gen. 26:29). At 
that time, such a title was equivalent to being called prince of God. 

2. Prophet of God. The blessing of Isaac on the twins, prophetically an-

ticipates the fate of each of them. Even Jacob, as he had fooled him by 

pretending to be Esau in order to steal the birthright of his brother, the 

patriarch could not cancel it because his words were actually of God. So 

amid Esau’s requests, he was adamant: "I have made him lord over you 

and have made all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him 

with grain and new wine. So what can I possibly do for you, my son?" 

(Genesis 27:37). At that time, Isaac prophesied not about Jacob and 
Esau, but about the people they represented. 

 

                                              CONCLUSION 

   The story of Isaac is not a simple biography. It is an account of faith and 
overcoming in the personal, domestic and national field. From Mount 
Moriah, where he had a personal and experimental encounter with God, 
until his death, he lived as a prince of God. So do not be discouraged by 
trials. Exercise your faith in the realm of impossibilities. 


