LESSON 3
JANUARY 10, 2016

SIGNS THAT PRECEDE THE
RETURN OF CHRIST

GOLDEN TEXT
“As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this
happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end
of the age?” ( Matthew. 24:3).

USEFUL PRACTICE
Jesus revealed some signs that must precede his coming, that
the church will not be taken by surprise.
Scripture Reading
Matthew 24: 3 – 8, 11- 14
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As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this
happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end
of the age?”
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Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you.
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For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’
and will deceive many.
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You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to
come.
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Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various
places.
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All these are the beginning of birth pains.
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and many false prophets will appear and deceive many
people.
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Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will
grow cold,
13

but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
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And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

GENERAL OBJECTIVE
To show the signs that precede the return of Jesus.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
I. To present the signs related to the life of the church.
II. To list the signs from heaven of the coming of Christ.
III. To explain that wars, conflicts and earthquakes are signs
that will happen on earth before the coming of Christ.

INTRODUCTION
In today's lesson we will study the signs that precede the
coming of the Lord Jesus. The second coming of Christ, and the
end of all things, seems somewhat fictitious and inconceivable
to those who do not believe in God. But it will surely come true,
for Jesus assured that the heavens and the earth will pass
away, but his words shall not pass away (Matthew 24:35). The
Church must be alert, for Christ's return is closer than we can
imagine. How to affirm that his return is imminent? By the signs
that show this great eschatological event. Let us be attentive to
each sign.

I - SIGNS IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
1. The false Christs and false prophets. The believer must be
vigilant, because one of the signs of the coming of Jesus are
the false Christs and false prophets. To avoid being deceived,
we must know the Word of God. Do not neglect studying the
Bible, read and meditate on God's Word, because it is a
protective shield against false teachings and against everything
that does not come from God. False Christs and false prophets
are usually very eloquent, charismatic and quite argumentative,
that is why Jesus warned about vigilance and discernment:
"Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For
many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and
will deceive many" (Matthew 24:4,5).
2. Apostasy. Do you know what apostasy means? Apostasy
means "deviation", "estrangement". It is about the
"premeditated and conscious abandonment of the Christian
faith". Increased apostasy is a sign that evidences the second
coming of Jesus (2 Thessalonians 2:3). The apostle Paul
warned the church about the danger of apostasy: "The
Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons" (1
Timothy 4:1). In the Old Testament we see that very often the
Israelites abandoned the Faith, turning away from the Lord and
his Law, but they received the reward for walking away from the
Lord. Jesus will come back and judge the apostates, giving
them the reward they deserve. For God apostasy is always
seen as a "spiritual adultery".
3. "Doctrines of demons" (1 Timothy 4.1). The false teachers
and their teachings were and remain a threat to the Church and
the Christian faith. Today, many are allowing themselves to be
seduced by doctrines of demons. These distort the Holy
Scriptures and end up accepting deception, such as "Positive
Confession", "Prosperity Theology", the "Worship of Angels"
and many superstitions and mysticisms that corrupt sound
doctrine. We know that Satan is deceptive. He seeks, in every
way, to deceive believers, so that they abandon the true faith,
for this reason, we need to be vigilant.

Many who call themselves Christians are now accepting and
even legislating in favor of abortion, homosexuality, family
dysfunction, etc. God hates sin and without holiness no one will
see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14). Nowadays we have seen
"entertainment gospel" that pleases many, leading them to a life
without commitment to Jesus and with no sanctification (1 Pet
1:15). For not knowing the Word of God and not living according
to it, many end up being driven by moral apostasy.
4. Persecution of believers. When speaking about the end
times, Jesus predicted great persecution of his disciples
(Matthew 24:9). The first-century Christians were persecuted
and many lost their lives for Christ's sake. Currently, in many
countries, there is a more covert persecution, but Christians
continue to be the target of persecutions. How many at
universities are not being persecuted and becoming a laughing
stock for declaring their faith in Christ? No other religion has as
many followers being killed as Christianity. But there is a
promise for those who are faithful in tribulation (Mt 5:11,12). In
some nations persecution is not veiled, but it becomes very
explicit, as, for example, in Syria, North Korea, China and North
African countries. According to the mission Open Doors, which
supports the Persecuted Church, recently in Syria "dozens of
Christians were kidnapped by Islamic State fighters".
II – SIGNS IN HEAVEN OF THE COMING OF CHRIST
1. Signs from heaven. Jesus warned that before his coming
there would be various signs, such as "great earthquakes and
famines, pestilences, fearful events and great signs from
heaven" (Luke 21:11). Note that the text says "signs from
heaven", not signs "in heaven". We should not speculate, much
less teach on matters that are not revealed in the Word of God.
We do not know what signs in heaven will these be, for the
Scriptures do not reveal it, but we know that they will bring fear
to all who see them, showing that they will be something never
seen by mankind.
2. Jesus speaks of signs, not dates. Jesus speaks of signs
leading up to his return, but at no time does he talk about dates.
The Master also made it clear that these signs are part of God's
plan, however when they happen, the end will not come

immediately.
III – WARS, CONFLICTS AND EARTHQUAKES
1. Wars and conflicts. Jesus spoke of wars and conflicts
among nations as one of the signs of his return. The Master
warned that nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom (Mt 24:7). Haven’t we seen this in the course
of time? The world already faced two major wars (the First and
Second World War). Thousands of innocent people were killed.
Wars and conflicts continue to be constant on our planet. Today,
we have also seen the threat of terrorism, which is also a kind
of war. The various terrorist attacks around the world have
claimed the death of a number of innocent people. Recently, we
have seen Europe, particularly France, being the stage for
attacks by Islamic extremists. They spread fear and violence
around the world. Not long ago, some belonging to the the wing
of extremists carried out terrorist attacks in France, Tunisia and
Kuwait, killing dozens of people. The extremist group operating
in northern Nigeria, Boko Haran, has the destruction of the
Christian Faith as one of its goals.
2. Earthquakes. According to some geologists, the number of
earthquakes has increased alarmingly in the last 20 years. In
accordance with the United States Geological Survey, of the
USA, "between 2000 and 2010, there have been more than
200,000 earthquakes". Only 100,000 of these are perceived.
Most tremors occur on a scale that are imperceptible to human
beings.

CONCLUSION
The signs that herald Jesus' return are being fulfilled day after
day. Apostasy has been evidenced among evangelical
churches, to the point of the Bible being no longer a reference
to the conduct of many who call themselves Christians. In
nature, there are phenomena that indicate the fulfillment of
apocalyptic predictions. In moral life, certainly, there is a greater
number of events that prove that human wickedness is
increasing. But the Church of Jesus Christ must continue in
prayer and watchfulness as "the pillar and foundation of the
truth" (1 Tim 3:15), waiting in sanctification for Jesus' return.

