LESSON 10
March 6, 2016

MILLENNIUM - A GLORIOUS
TIME FOR THE EARTH

Golden Text

“[...] They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received
its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and
reigned with Christ a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:4)

Useful Practice

The world will know the reign of Jesus during the Millennium. It will be
a time of peace and harmony as never seen before.

Scripture Reading
Revelation 20:1-6

1 - And | saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the

Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain.

2 - He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or

Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.

3 - He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep
him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were

ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

4 - | saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given

authority to judge. And | saw the souls of those who had been



beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the
word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and

reigned with Christ a thousand years.

5 - (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were

ended.) This is the first resurrection.

6 - Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The
second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and

of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.

General Objective

To show that after the rapture of the Church the Great Tribulation
will begin.

Specific Objectives
|. To explain the Millennial Kingdom of Jesus Christ;
Il. To know how and when the government of Jesus on earth will be;
lll. To relate the relevant aspects of the Millennium.

Introduction

Satan will be bound for a thousand years, but then he will be released,
to soon be cast into the Lake of Fire. At this time, where will the saved in
Christ be? They will be with Jesus Christ and will reign along with Him for
a thousand years. This is the topic of the lesson we are going to study in
today’s class - the Millennium.

| - THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

1. The restoration of the Ear th. The Millennium will be a literal thousand-
year period. This time is not a utopia as some claim. God created
everything perfect and granted to men authority and dominion to care for



the Earth and animals. But man failed to take care of himself and his
habitat. The fall broke man's direct communion with God. Not only
mankind, but all of nature was tainted by sin and awaits redemption that
will occur when Christ takes on his Millennial Kingdom (Romans 8:20-23).

2. The earth will be ruled by Jesus. "The LorD will be king over the
whole earth; on that day the LorD will be the only one, and the LORD’s
name the only one" (Zech 14:9). The rule of Christ will reach all nations.
All the kingdoms of this world are ephemeral, but the kingdom of Christ is
eternal and will cover all countries. Everyone will have to fall down, rec-
ognizing the lordship of the King of kings. We are prepared for this glori-
ous time with our Savior.

3. Jerusalem will be the capital of the world. In the Millennial Kingdom,
Jerusalem will be the spiritual and political capital of the world (Isaiah 2:1-
3; 60:3). The nations will have to recognize the value of Jerusalem, at the
risk of suffering serious consequences (Zech 14:16,17).

Il - THE GOVERNMENT OF JESUS CHRIST

1. Jesus will rule with his servants.  In the Millennium, Christ's rule will
be theocratic, coming from heaven, established without the hand of man,
which is corruptible. His kingdom will never be "delivered up to another
people", it will be eternal (Dn 2:44,45; 7:27). All that still remains of the
structures of empires, kingdoms and governments will be annihilated and
replaced by the kingdom of Christ. Jesus will reign with full power on earth
(1 Tim 1:17). The psalmist's words, declared in Psalm 96, will be fulfilled
in the implementation of the Millennial Kingdom of Christ on earth (Psalm
96:7-13; Is 33:22).

2. The church will reign with Christ (Rev. 20:6; 1: = 6, 5:10). All the saved
in Jesus Christ will be kings and priests and will reign with Christ with
power and authority (Rev. 2:26,27; 2 Tim 2:12a). In addition to judging the
world, the saved, who are part of the Church of Christ, will judge angels!
(1 Cor 6:3).

3. The New Jerusalem. It is the heavenly and eternal city, which will be
destined for all the saved in Jesus Christ. According to the Scriptures its
beauty is unique, but only those believers, washed and redeemed by the
blood of the Lamb, will enjoy this preciousness. The New Jerusalem is
not a utopia, as some theologians claim. It is real and believers must be
willing to reach it. In this world we are subject to death, pain, diseases,
and many other evils, but there is a holy city being prepared for us. There
will be no crying or pain and all will live forever with Christ (Rev. 21:1,2,10-
27).



Il - RELEVANT ASPECTS OF THE MILLENNIUM

1. Who will participate in this Kingdom.  All the saved in Jesus Christ
will participate in the Millennium, "the remnant" of Israel, saved by Christ,
in the battle of Armageddon (Romans 9:27) and those who escape the
Great Tribulation.

2. There will be a universal knowledge of God.  "[...] the earth shall be
filled with knowledge of the LORD, as water covers the sea" (Is 11:9;
54:13). There will be a full outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 32:15). It
will be a true global revival (Micah 4:2; Mt 24:14).

3. There will be peace on Earth. Jesus is the "Prince of Peace" (Isaiah
9:6) and during the Millennium man will enjoy the peace that only Jesus
can give and that does not depend on circumstances. Families will live in
complete union (Is 65:23), there will be no more wars or terrorist acts,
during the thousand years of peace on earth (Isaiah 2:4).

Justice and truth in this period will be full (Isaiah 11:4,5), because the Son
of God is the one who will judge with justice and righteousness.

4. Nature will be transformed. Wild animals will lose their ferocity and
will be able to live harmoniously with humans. Read Isaiah 11:6-8.

The Earth's curse caused by sin will disappear (Gen. 3:17,18). There will
be no need for pesticides, because God's blessing will be on food
production. There will be no pestilences, floods, earthquakes, or lack of
food on earth (Jer 31.12; Ps 67.5,6), because there will be a never-seen-
before agricultural production.

5. There will be health and prosperity for all. The environmental
conditions will be highly favorable to improving the quality of life on the
planet. Longevity will surprise everyone by the excellent health conditions
(Isaiah 65:20-22). Besides health, housing conditions for all will be the
best ever

CONCLUSION

God has a glorious plan for planet Earth, which includes the spiritual,
moral, social, ecological and institutional restoration. And this reality will
only be achieved in the Millennium when Christ establishes his kingdom
on earth. Jesus will rule the world with power and great glory, after
overcoming all the kingdoms of the world.



