
 

 

LESSON 12                                                             
March 20, 2016 

 

NEW HEAVENS AND 
A NEW EARTH 

 
Golden Text 

 

“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will 
not be remembered, nor will they come to mind (Isaiah 65:17) 

 

Useful Practice 
 

   Believers will live forever with Jesus Christ in the holy city, the New 
Jerusalem. 
 
Scripture Reading 
Revelation 21:1-5, 24-27 
 
1 - Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  

2 - I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  

3 - And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling 

place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be 

his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  

4-  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 - He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 

 24 - The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their splendor into it. 
 
25 - On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.  
26 - The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  



 

 

 
27 - Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is 
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life. 
 

General Objective 

         To show that believers will live forever with Jesus Christ in the New 
Jerusalem. 

Specific Objectives 

I. To explain that all things on earth will be made new; 

II. To know that there will be new heavens and a new earth; 

III. To show what the New Jerusalem will be. 

 

Introduction 

  The sin of disobedience of Adam and Eve affected all creation, including 
nature. As a result of the Fall the earth received a court sentence (Genesis 
3:17). Nature awaits its redemption, which will be established by God in 
the end times (2 Pet 3:13). Paul says that God, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will, "made the decision "to bring togather in Christ all things 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, both in heaven and  on earth 
"(Eph 1:5,10 ). 

 

I - ALL THINGS WILL BE MADE NEW 

1. God created the heavens. When the Bible speaks of the "heavens", it 
usually refers to outer space. In the beginning He created "the heavens", 
but "heaven", God’s dwelling place, already existed. God dwells in the 
"heavens" above outer space (Psalm 11:4). 

2. God’s renewal of heaven. God will restore the whole universe, purging 
the effects of the Fall and the actions of the devil and his angels. The 
Earth will undergo a transformation process and will be free of the effects 
of evil and human action (Isaiah 34:4, Rev. 21:4). In the divine renewal, 
the entire earth will be transformed (2 Peter 3:7). 

II - NEW HEAVENS AND A NEW EARTH 

1. In Christ, heaven and earth will be gathered. The apostle Peter says 
that we look forward to a new heaven and a new earth (2 Peter 3:13). The 



 

 

text of the Epistle of Peter shows us that God's purpose is a new creation 
(Isaiah 66:22). The heavens and the earth will be cleansed and restored 
by fire. Believers look forward to the restoration of God's world. 

2. New heavens and a new earth. The Church of Jesus has been 
persecuted throughout history, but the time is near when there will be no 
evil or human action against the Lord's people (Hebrews 11:36-39). With 
the restoration of all things, the "new heavens" and a "new earth," "there 
will be no remembrance of former things, nor will they come into mind." 

III - NEW JERUSALEM 

1. It was prepared in heaven. It will be a holy place of communion and 
relationship with God (Rev. 21:3). There we will find a beautiful square, 
down the middle of which flows the "river of the water of life" with the "tree 
of life" on its sides (Rev. 22:2; 21:6). Only those who have their names 
written in the Book of Life will enter this beautiful city. In this dark world, 
we face struggles and suffer from environmental degradation, floods, 
droughts and climate changes, but we shall enjoy a new place that has 
been prepared for those who believe and await. 

2. The wall and the twelve gates. "It had a great, high wall with twelve 

gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the 

names of the twelve tribes of Israel" (Revelation 21:12, 13). Each gate is 

made of a single "pearl"; the square is of "pure gold, as pure as glass" 

(Revelation 21:21); the wall is made of jasper, "the city, of pure gold, as 

pure as glass" (Revelation 21:18,21). The names on the gates stand for 

God's faithfulness to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (cf. Rom 9:27; 11:29). 

There will be no temple in it, because " the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple" (Rev. 21:22). 

3. The twelve foundations of the city. "The wall of the city had twelve 

foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the 

Lamb" (Rev. 21:14). The names of the apostles on the foundations sym-

bolize Christ's Church as "the pillar and foundation of the truth" (1 Tim 

3:15), through "the apostles’ teaching" (Acts 2:42), which represents the 

message of Christ's gospel. Its foundations are glorious (Rev. 21:19,20). 

Just after getting there will we be able to see the care of the Lord in pro-

jecting both brightness and glow from the divine city. The city has a cubic 
shape (Rev. 21:16,17). 

 

4. There will be no more sorrow. "He will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the 



 

 

old order of things has passed away" (Rev. 21:4; 1 Cor 15:26). A major 

reason for sadness is death. In big cities or in small towns, there is always 

a cemetery where loved ones are buried. No one can escape death. But 

in the New Jerusalem, there will be no more death (Rev. 20:14; 1 Corin-
thians 15:26). There will be no more mourning or crying. 

It will come down out of heaven (Rev. 21:2) and will serve as a permanent 

source of light to the nations (Rev. 21:24,26). The Holy City will be the 

light of nations, but in it there will be "no sun, no moon," because "The 

city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp" (Rev. 21:23). 

5. There will be no sin or sinners. "Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor 

will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose 

names are written in the Lamb’s book of life" (Rev. 21:27). There will be 

no curse against anyone (Rev. 22:3), because the corrupt will already be 

in the lake of fire and only the saved will live in the Holy City. All the wicked 

who do not repent will be left outside (Rev. 22:15; 1 Cor 6:10) and all who 

practice unworthy deeds in God's eyes will not have access to the New 
Jerusalem, because their place and destination is hell (Ps 9:17). 

 

CONCLUSION  

   One of the hymns of the Harpa Cristã (Christian Harp, in a free 
translation) states: "But not half of that city’s bright glory to mortals has 
ever been told." What the Bible reveals, moving away the veil of eternity 
for a while, is not the full expression of reality that will unfold before the 
eyes of the saved in Christ Jesus, who will reign with Him in the New 
Jerusalem. Therefore, it is worth being a faithful believer, holy and 
devoted to doing the will of God. 

 


