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LESSON 3                                                                       
July 17, 2016 

 

CHURCH, AN EVANGELIZING AGENCY 

  
GOLDEN TEXT 

 

   “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

 

USEFUL PRACTICE 
 

   The Church of Christ, by virtue of its nature and vocation, is the 
evangelizing and missionary agency par excellence. 
    
SCRIPTURE READING 
  Acts 1: 1-14 

 
1 - In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 

and to teach  

2 - until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 

3 - After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of 

forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  

4 - On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about.  

5 - For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 - Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 - He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority.  
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8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” 

9 - After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. 

10 - They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  

11 - “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

12 - Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount 
of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city.  

13 - When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were 
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  

14 - They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE 

              To explain that proclaiming Christ is the Church's priority. 

 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

To present the evangelizing foundation of the Church. 

To show that evangelization is a priority mission of the Church. 

To know that Antioch was a missionary church. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 The Church of Christ is the evangelizing agency par excellence. Since its 
foundation, on the day of Pentecost, to date, it has been known, above 
all, for its love for the lost souls. If it therefore fails to comply with its basic 
task, it will soon lose its status as the Body of Christ, being reduced to a 
mere human organization. 

In this lesson, we will see that faced with the Great Commission, we have 
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no choice but to fully fulfill the “Go” of Jesus. Our time requires an 
immediate, bold, energetic and loving return to the Church's evangelizing 
mission. Less than that is unacceptable. 

 

I- THE CHURCH’S EVANGELIZING FOUNDATION 

   After his resurrection, Jesus remained with his disciples for forty days, during which 

he instructed them about the Pentecostal foundation of the Church and world 

evangelization. 

1. The eschatological response. 

Shortly before his ascension, Jesus was asked by his followers about the 

future of Israel. The Lord, however, makes them aware that, at that time, 

his concern should not be related to the last days, but to what was about 

to happen: "[...] It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority" (Acts 1:7). There is no time to lose. We know 
that Jesus is coming soon, and we need to evangelize today. 

2. The Pentecostal response. 

The answer of the Lord to his disciples was not only eschatological, but 

Pentecostal: "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria,and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 

Without the power of the Holy Spirit, the disciples could never fulfill, in its 
fullness, the evangelizing mandate of the Church. They would have to 
testify in hostile environments, such as Jerusalem; in unfriendly places, 
as Samaria; and, finally, to the ends of the earth. Therefore, the power of 
the Holy Spirit was indispensable to them. 

3. The Church's foundation. 

Ten days after the ascension of the Lord, the disciples found themselves 
gathered together in one place, when the Holy Spirit came upon them. 
Invested with power, they began to speak in other tongues, leading up to 
the first harvest of souls by the Church (Acts 2:1-4,41). 

The church's foundation was Pentecostal and evangelizing. It means that 
we will only get to fully fulfill the Great Commission if we seek and live by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Without the power of the Holy Spirit, 
evangelization will never be efficient (Luke 24:49). 

II - THE PRIORITY MISSION OF THE CHURCH  
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When the Church evangelizes, it fully fulfills its mission, because it fully promotes 

human beings. 

1. Evangelization. 

The church, as soon as it was established, went out immediately to 
proclaim the Gospel, because winning souls is its top priority. The more it 
evangelized, the more the Lord worked signs, miracles and wonders  
(Acts 4:29,30). The prayer of those believers for the evangelization of the 
world was so powerful that it once shook the place where they were 
meeting (Acts 4:31). The church needs to maintain genuine Pentecost: 
without mysticisms, syncretisms and without commercial purposes. 

Therefore, no ecclesiastical event is as important as evangelization. The 
Church must take to the streets, the alleys and the poor and forgotten 
communities in order to proclaim Christ to all, in every time and place. 

2. Missions in Acts.  

The early church did not take long to do missions. After the dispersion of 
the Jerusalem believers, Philip went down to Samaria, where with power 
and boldness, he preached the risen Christ. The crowds stood attentive, 
listening to the message preached by Philip and the miracles that he 
performed (Acts 8:6,7). Then, the disciples came to Antioch, which, as we 
shall see, would be known as the missionary church. From action to 
action, the Church of Christ came to reach, in just one generation, the 
most remote places of that time (Col. 1:6). 

3. Social Promotion. 

The early church was in charge of fully promoting the new converts. It did 
not neglect the needs of the poor and needy; lovingly supplying them. If, 
on the one hand, it gave them the bread from heaven, on the other hand, 
it did not deny them the bread that comes from the earth. This is full 
evangelization. 

III - ANTIOCH. MISSIONARY CHURCH 

   We do not know who founded the church in Antioch. Those anonymous workers, 

however, knew how to build it through the Word of God and the power of the Holy 

Spirit. From among its members there came the first cross-cultural missionaries of 

Christianity. 

1. A whole church. 

In Antioch, the ministry was whole. There were prophets and teachers 
there (Acts 13:1). They knew how to prepare the church to evangelize the 
Greeks, Romans and barbarians. 
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The mssionary work must be our priority, otherwise we will not able to 
comply with the Great Commission. 

2. A missionary church. 

While the church and its workers prayed, fasted and served the Lord, the 
Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which 
I have called them" (Acts 13:2). Immediately, the local ministry placed 
their hands on the new missionaries, sending them under the care of the 
Lord. 

From that moment on, the Church of Christ, spreading throughout the the 
Middle East, became universal until it reached you and me. 

 

                                              CONCLUSION 

 The mission of the Church of Christ is to evangelize. Let’s return, then, 
to the Upper Room, so that, in the power and virtue of the Holy Spirit, we 
can reach the ends of the earth. No event, we emphasize, is more 
important and urgent than winning souls for Christ. Think about that! Seek 
to win for Jesus those who are dying without having the hope to see God! 


